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March Dates to Remember! 

March 20 March 17 



 

 
 

Presbyterian Church 
Changing Lives for Jesus Christ! 

 As I was driving recently, I saw a church sign that read:  "I want to be like Saul (the one 

in the New Testament who later was known as the Apostle Paul).  I want to be on the road to 

De-Mask-Us."  I laughed as I drove past the church.   I think there is a longing in all of us to 

move past this time of having to wear masks.  I know for me, I miss seeing people's faces but, 

more importantly, I am now afraid to greet someone I know in public for fear that I am mistak-

en about the person's identity.   

 

 In Galatians 6: 9, the Apostle Paul exhorts, "Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper 

time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up."  I know that this time of covid has been long and trying on 

most of us.  Yet, I also know that the numbers are currently dropping.   Apparently something is working!   We 

can see the harvest that is coming!    

 

 Doing good can and will make us weary.  Whether we are teaching Sun-

day School, visiting the sick, making phone calls to those who are isolated, 

working at a food bank, taking food to shut-ins, or whatever we are doing to 

serve our Lord and others, it can and will wear us down.  But, we always need 

to remember that the joy comes when we see the harvest of all of our work! 

 

      Love and Blessings, Pastor Tom 

 

The Summit Herald  

is a monthly publication of : 

Summit Presbyterian Church  

181 Caldwell Dr.  Butler, PA 16002 

724-287-2378  

Email address:  

   summitchurch@zoominternet.net 

Website: www.summitchurchpa.org 

Summit Church is a member of the 

Evangelical Presbyterian Church. 
 

Church Staff: 

Rev. Dr. Tom Jones, Pastor 

Carol Novy, Minister of Education 

Dianna Carr-DiZinno, Admin. Assistant 
 

Sunday Schedule: 

10:00 a.m. Worship  
 

Other ministries of Summit Church: 
 

Summit Church’s Christian       

Community Outreach Building  
 

Loaves & Fishes Food Bank 

Directors: Dorothy Steighner  

and Kay Foertsch  
 

HIS Kids Christian School   

(PreK--6th grade)        

650 Saxonburg Rd.  

Butler, PA 16002 

   724-352-8177  

office@hiskidscs.org 

 

Presbyterian Church 
Changing Lives for Jesus Christ! 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS  
from the February 9 meeting 

 

Pastor’s Report: Annual reports and offering envelope boxes are available 

for pick up in the church sanctuary.   

Clerk’s Report:  Motion approved to accept the minutes from the January 

12 Session Meeting.  

Old Business:  Motion approved to proceed with the bid from Tudi Mechan-

ical to do electrical work at the school, and to have Bruce Dean and Phil 

Henkel work closely with them.  

Worship Committee: Motion approved to resume in-person worship ser-

vices beginning on March 7 without communion.  

Finance Committee: Motion approved to accept January treasurers report. 

Kay Foertsch, Dorothy and Paul Steighner are retiring from the Food Bank. 

Motion approved for Kim and LuAnn Steighner to take their place.  

HIS Kids Christian School Report: Mrs. Watson has resigned as kinder-

garten teacher. Ms. Hewitt who is covering Mrs. Johnsons maternity leave 

will be taking over the kindergarten class for the rest of the school year.  



 

THE PROMISE OF HIS COMING 
(revised and expanded lesson) 

 

Study Verses:  II Peter 1: 16-21; 3: 1-18; Matt 16:  21-28 

 

 

Especially now, believers need to cling to the inerrant, unchangeable, reliable and comforting Word of God.  In 

what has become yet another earth wide nightmare; who is able to put a sin sick, train wreck of a “Humpty 

Dumpty” world back together again?  All those king’s men, riding all those king’s horses say they can...they 

will.  They cannot…they would not!  Fixing is never their agenda.  Controlling all change and reshaping is.  

Moral principles and Godly precepts are not of genuine concern, although timely public claims very often dis-

guise pending action.  Those royal steeds mentioned above, may well make generous deposits of similar, if not 

less subtle “substance”.  Importantly, remain heavenly minded; eternal things are what matters.  All the others 

shall pass away!   

 
THE COMING DAY OF THE LORD 

 

Blessed we are to have the written words of the Disciple Peter, who referred to himself as “a bond servant and 

apostle of Jesus Christ”.  A close-up witness to Jesus’ ministry, Peter experienced the transfiguration of our 

Lord, giving special power to his testimony.  Our focus here will be a reminder to grow in grace and 

knowledge of Jesus Christ as an essential element in awaiting His return.  Peter stresses that mockers and false 

prophets who attempt to besmirch and bring down the promise…will certainly face judgment and destruction 

of the ungodly.  He reminds that God is not slow, but patient for the sake of repentance and salvation.  “With 

the Lord, one day is as a thousand years and a thousand years as one day”.  Fearful the new church may fall 

prey to false prophets, Peter warns of mockers who argue that too much time has elapsed since the Ascension.  

The universe remains stable from the creation, concluding heaven and earth will never change!  These asser-

tions with other deceitful heresies, offer personal interpretation of scripture by those who choose to place their 

logic above Godly truth.  Peter cites the great flood as a catastrophic upheaval which impacted much of crea-

tion.  He reminds of impending cosmic cleansing, this time by consuming fire as forewarned in the Old and 

New Testament. 

 

The Lord’s return is imminent, and that is how believers must look with anticipation.  Its occurrence will be 

surprisingly sudden and without warning.  Remember, the length and breadth of Christ’s return are not dis-

cussed in this instruction. Rather concentration is to be upon our preparation and readiness in accepting the 

righteousness of Jesus as our own.  “Grow in grace and knowledge…”  are the closing words of the epistle.  

You do so by a disciplined reading of the Word and effectual prayer.  Come soon Lord Jesus! 

 

Amen 

Scripture 
…a quick study of God’s edifying Word by R.J. Baker.        



2 Jason Morse 

3 Kathy Acquaviva 

 Jakob Faust 

 Eleanor Kingan 

4 Michael Cichra 

 Heath Hassler 

5 Drew Hay 

6 Rodney Fleeger 

9 Barbara McKee 

10 Emily McCabe 

 Sarah McCabe 

11 Mike Morse 

12 Nancy Verzilli 

14 Debbie Moyer 

  
  
  

15 Skip Brown 

16 Michelle Morgan 

17 Luc Carr-DiZinno 

18 Mary Kingan 

20 Jenna Swindlehurst 

21 Monica Faust 

 Rebecca Frey 

 Josh Grippo 

24 Gary Morgan 

26 Carol Novy 

28 Peggy Peters 

30 Jeanne Rassman 

31 Michael Kidder 

  
Session, 

Reminder that our next Session 

Meeting will be held on March 9 at 

7:00 p.m. in the church sanctuary. 

 
 

If you would like your birthday or 

anniversary listed in the Herald, 

please contact Dianna in the office. 

Thanks! 

Saturday  - March 27 

Time - 8:30 a.m. for volunteer packers 

9:30 a.m. for order pick-up 

Articles for the  
April Herald are due to the church office 

by  Monday,  March 22. 
Thanks! 

Herald Assembly Team for the April issue:  

 

Dave Faust   Kathi Fischer 

Peggy Peters   Cheryl Rumbaugh 

Dorothy Steighner  Paul Steighner 

ORDER YOUR EASTER TULIPS!  
 

Easter is April 4th .  We will be trying something a little dif-

ferent with the flowers that decorate our sanctuary that morn-

ing. It has come to our attention that a number of our church 

family are affected by the strong scent from some kinds of 

Easter flowers. Some have allergic reactions that keep them 

from attending Easter Sunday worship! 

 

So, this year we will be offering tulips only. We hope that you 

will join us in providing the tulips for our Easter morning dis-

play.  

 

If you are interested in purchasing Easter tulips, in memory or 

honor of loved ones, orders are due to the church office NO 

LATER than Sunday, March 14th.   Please return this order 

form along with your payment (checks made out to Summit 

Church).   

 

EASTER FOOD BANK DONATIONS 

Easter is coming up on April 4.  If you would like to 

donate money to the Loaves and Fishes Food Bank 

for Easter, please complete this form and return it 

with payment (checks made out to Summit Church) 

to the church office. 

 

(Please turn this slip into the church office or leave in the offering basket) 

 

In Honor of:     
 

In Memory of:    _ 
 

From:     
 

I wish to donate to the Food Bank: $____________  
 

(Please turn this slip into the church office or leave in the offering basket) 

 

In Honor 

of:___________________________________________ 

 

In Memory 

of:__________________________________________ 

 

From:____________________________________________ 
 
I wish to purchase flowers:   (please indicate color & number of 
plants you want) 
 

Tulips (indicate red, pink or yellow) 
 

 4½” pot, 3 bloom $4.25  ________________________ 

 6” pot, 6 bloom $8.00 __________________________  



Please return order forms and payment to the 

church office by Wednesday, March 17.  
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 NOTES FROM OUR HIS KIDS TEACHERS ! 
 

  

In music this month we have been studying the four instrument families of the orchestra, and taking a look at jazz music and 

some of the famous musicians associated with it. We've also enjoyed singing songs about snow, groundhogs, presidents, Val-

entine's Day and Fat Tuesday to make the month of February go by just a little bit faster. It's encouraging to know that cele-

brating Ash Wednesday means that Easter is only 6 weeks away! We are all looking forward to singing about flowers, sun-

shine and Hallelujahs instead of snowmen and hibernating bears. 

 

Mrs. Adams – Music Teacher 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
The month of March is a favorite for the Preschool class at His Kids Christian School for it brings the start of Spring!  Psalms 

104 :10 says   "He sendeth the Spring into the valleys, which run among the hills."  One of our themes for the month of March 

is the changing season of Spring. We will have fun doing many activities and art  projects that center around Spring. We will 

also celebrate the birthday of Dr. Seuss and St. Patrick's Day, so rainbows  and wonderful Dr. Seuss stories will be part of the 

fun in our preschool classroom!  We will concentrate on the letters Q, R and S: the diamond shape and the color green during 

this month.  We hope you are looking forward to the start of Spring as much as we are in Preschool. Thank you for your pray-

ers and continued support and Happy Spring! 

 

Mrs. Yamnitsky - Preschool Teacher 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Our first graders have been busy little learners the past few weeks. At the end of January, we celebrated our 100th day of 

school. Each student got to bring in 100 of something to share with the class. then we created a picture with it. It was the per-

fect way to celebrate such an exciting day!   

 

Ms. Hewitt - First Grade Teacher 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 When we think of HIS Kids Christian School, 

We know its staff are blessed, and are a tool. 

Helping our students grow in knowledge, academically, 

And, for all to fill their hearts, spiritually. 

No matter what job we have, we rise to say, 

God's LOVE shines in our school, hooray! 

The staff and kids are pick- me -ups, 

With Love and support that overflows our cups. 

God has blessed our school, we're friends and family, 

Planting seeds and celebrating the growth that we see. 

In grace, love and knowledge, our students grow, 

Following and teaching, as God guides, and reaping what we sow. 

We praise God for every child, and each new school day, 

Singing praises to God, for his guidance along the way. 

When we have taught our last class, and our teaching days are done, 

When teaching and following Jesus, has been and will always be our number 

one. 

We'll be thankful  for what our teaching days have meant, 

And, hearing Jesus say, thank you good and faithful teaching servant. 

 

Mrs. Smith -  Second Grade Aide 



Lessons Learned 
 

  I met him when I was a young special education teacher at Adams Elementary School many years ago. He stole 

my heart. 

 Brian was born with Apert’s Syndrome, a genetic disorder characterized by skeletal abnormalities of the head, 

face, and hands. Because his skull fused together in utero, his eye sockets were perfectly round and unusually close to-

gether, and his upper and lower jaw bones were undeveloped. As if that wasn’t enough, Brian’s fingers and toes were 

fused together and had a web-like appearance. I could not help falling in love with this child! 

 There was absolutely nothing Brian would not attempt. He wanted to learn to hold his pencils and crayons like 

everyone else. He wanted total independence in music, gym, and playground activities. He tried harder than anyone else in 

the entire class to tie his shoes which contained many layers of orthotics. He laughed when his older twin sisters substitut-

ed a raw egg in his lunch where mom had carefully packed a hard boiled one. Seemingly, the teachers and cafeteria moni-

tors were more upset over the mess and trickery than Brian was willing to show.  

 Brian was teased relentlessly by his classmates and four siblings, all the while smiling and running back for more. 

The adults around him tried to shelter him from his aggressors, but Brian brushed s off in favor of lively peer interaction.  

 During the six years that Brian was in my class, I learned far more than he did. Sure, he worked hard to learn to 

read and spell, add, subtract, multiply, divide, measure, convert, and all those good things expected of all students. The 

lessons I learned, however, reached much deeper into my soul than I could have ever imagined. Brian’s parents must have 

known that he was “different” in so many ways, but they never let him know it. Their expectations were as high for him as 

their other children. No matter how hard he struggled or butted heads with classmates or teachers, Brian’s parents taught 

him to show his appreciation to others for their time and effort spent with him. He thanked me with words and a hug at the 

end of every school day.  

 I lost contact with Brian and his family when his mom had a stroke and the family made other living arrange-

ments, but I think of them often. Brian was my hero! He taught me that God creates something good with every new life 

He brings into this world. Brian taught me to understand that people are bonded together by the things that make them like 

others rather than those characteristics that make them different.  

 If I ever meet up with Brian again, I would say, “Thank you, Brian. Thank you for teaching me to see God in oth-

ers. You made me a better person.” 

Proud Principal’s Page – Debora Dawson, M.Ed. 

Checkerboard Changes 
 

 God has certainly been on our Personnel Committee again this year. He has seen to it that the right person to fill a 

staffing need shows up at just the right time.  

 Sadly, we have had to say farewell to Mrs. April Watson, one of our kindergarten teachers. Mrs. Watson has tak-

en a job at the Watson Institute. Her new position began in February. Mrs. Jennifer Schwalm will continue as her sub un-

til Cayce Johnson returns from her maternity leave. At that time, Ms. Angela Hewitt, Mrs. Johnson’s substitute, will move 

over to finish the year on the kindergarten team. Both Mrs. Schwalm and Ms. Hewitt are well known to all the primary 

classes, so we have no doubts about a smooth transition for the students.  

 Thank you , ladies. Welcome to the family! 



Proud Principal’s Page (continued)– Debora Dawson, M.Ed. 

 

March 1-5  Reading Across America Week 

March 2 (7 p.m. ) HKCS Board Meeting 

March 19  School is in Session (Make-up Day for January 27) 

March 22  No School - Vacation Day 

March 23  End of 3rd Marking Period 

March 29  Report Cards Issued 

March 31  Early Dismissal 

April 1 – 6  Easter Break 

April 19-23  Achievement Tests (K-6) 

HIS Kids - More than Just a School 
 

 We all went to school somewhere; I don’t have to tell you what 

goes on in schools all over the country. I do, however, want to point out 

some things that make HIS Kids Christian School stand out.  

 

 Pennslvania certified teachers who keep up with professional develop-

ment activities and best practices in education for strong academic 

student achievement 

 Limited class sizes and small student-to-adult ratios to allow for indi-

vidual attention 

 Strict cleaning and disinfecting protocols to provide a clean, safe envi-

ronment for all 

 KIDSylvania - a unique partnership with the Sylvania Foundation es-

tablished to teach environmental awareness through hands-on experi-

ences both at the HIS Kids campus and at the Sylvania property locat-

ed north of Butler 

 Strong arts program including daily music classes and innovative art 

instruction 

 Remedial reading, math, and speech for students who qualify; enrich-

ment as needed 

 A working greenhouse on the HKCS grounds for student projects 

 Monthly service projects that encourage students to care for their 

community 

 Great parents that support kids and teachers evidenced by a family 

atmosphere 

 Up-to-date technology and classroom equipment to enhance learning 

in person or for remote instruction as needed. (Chromebooks - Grades 

1-6; Tablets - Kindergarten) 

 Affordable tuition options available 

 Transitional help for students when the continue their education be-

yond HKCS 

 

 Please consider sharing these talking points with others. We feel 

we are doing God’s work in providing students with an affordable, high-

quality education. Please help spread the word! 

 

(Pre-K - 6th grade)        

650 Saxonburg Road 

Butler, PA  16002 

724-352-8177 

www.hiskidscs.org 

 

Staff 
Preschool—LeAnn Yamnitsky 

Preschool Aide—Patty Hankey 

Kindergarten—Rachel Moeller  

Kindergarten—Jennifer Schwalm (Sub) 

Kindergarten— Angela Hewitt 

1st Grade—Cayce Johnson 

1st Grade Aide—Maria Pugh 

2nd Grade—Holly Collins  

2nd Grade Aide—Sherry Smith 

3rd Grade—Kim Maxwell 

4th Grade—Josh McKruit  

5th Grade—Julie Barton 

5th Grade Aide—Diana Skurka 

6th Grade—Christan Baker 

Music—Suzanne Adams 

Computer—Perry Dawson 

Art— Diana Skurka 

Bible (3rd-6th Grade)—Carol Novy  

Physical Education (K-6th Grade)—Carol 

Novy 

Cafeteria—Chrissy Filges 

Cleaning —Michele Wardle & Tara Cornetti 

Principal—Debora Dawson 

Secretary—Brittany Morse 

Financial Administrator—Katie Anderson 

Pastor of Summit Church—Pastor Tom 

Jones 

  Stay Tuned 
Listed below are some helpful links and addresses to 

help you stay connected.  Don’t forget to check out 

our calendar on the school website to keep up-to-date 

on upcoming events. 

 

School E-mail        office@hiskidscs.org  

School Website        http://www.hiskidscs.org 

School Facebook Page     HIS Kids Christian School 

Boosters E-mail        boosters@hiskidscs.org 

Boosters Facebook Page  Hkcs Boosters 

**To read the entire Summit Herald, 

please visit:   

 
https://www.summitchurchpa.org/summit

-herald-newsletters 

Abuse Hotline: 1-800-932-0313 
 

Butler County Children & Youth Services:  724-284-5156 

mailto:office@hiskidscs.org
mailto:office@hiskidscs.org
http://www.hiskidscs.org
mailto:boosters@hiskidscs.org

